Environmental epidemiology and risk assessment.
Epidemiology is the science of public health. Environmental epidemiology specially focuses on human health risks related to exposures in the general (non-occupational) environment. Epidemiology studies may contribute to human risk assessment by identifying hazards, by assessing human exposures to toxicants, and by establishing exposure response functions that can then be used to generate risk assessments. Examples are provided for each of these. The strengths and weaknesses compared to experimental toxicology studies are discussed.